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December 2013


We’re going for a new approach to the monthly newsletter, basically because we’ve run out of ways to make it funny! This month we have the start of a new column “A Chat With …” in which we corner one of the Club members and grill them under a bright light to extract their fingernails err, sorry innermost thoughts.
The record of who played what at the December Club meeting is still here with accompanying photos but in a slightly different format.

Condolences

We have to relay the sad news that Alex Hillen passed away on Sunday 8th December and we pass on the condolences of everyone associated with the NI Shadows Club to his wife Irene and his sons David, Kenneth, Alan and Ian. Alex has been coming to the club for a couple of years and Alan joined us in the last year or so. Alex really enjoyed coming along and listening to the music we played and would usually be seen ‘marking’ the performances with an ‘x’ each time someone made a mistake!

Alex was a talented artist who was well known locally for his oil paintings and despite his struggle with illness over the last 18 months or so, he, with a little help from Alan, built two beautiful acoustic guitars at the Avalon factory in Newtownards. Alan said “He was an amazing man and someone I always looked up to. Working on the guitars with him really brought us closer together. He was an amazing guitarist up until recently and could play any type of music/tune you put to him - a really natural gifted player.

“It was finding out that he had cancer two years ago that inspired me to pick up the guitar and learn a few tunes.  He had always wanted to see one of his sons take up the guitar and play on a stage. I hope I did him proud, although I think I always ended up with the most x's after my name!”
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Alex Hillen

A Chat with … Ollie

This month’s first-of-many chats (he said hoping that the readers will find this new feature interesting and enjoyable) is with the big man himself, Oliver Swain, better known as Ollie. The Crackly Valve (CV) managed to corner Ollie at the last meeting and with just a mild twisting of his arm (only half-way up his back) he kindly agreed to be interviewed for this prestigious periodical.
CV: Ollie, how long have you been a member of the NI Shadows Club and how did you first hear about it?

OS: I came along to the Club for the first time in April 2011. The May club meeting was my first stage performance (and disaster). I was in Belfast Music Supplies one day, eyeing up a lovely fiesta red Strat copy. A guy asked me if I was interested in Shadows music, and he told me about the club. I found out more on the internet and got a message to Des via his old model shop. He then phoned me and invited me to come along. I remember being very excited, as up to that time, I’d been a bedroom strummer.

CV: Would you consider yourself to be mainly a lead, rhythm or bass guitarist?

OS: Definitely Lead. I always loved the sound that the strings made when plucked individually. I felt lead play was easier, and found chord changes difficult, and still do. I wouldn’t mind learning some rhythm tunes though.

CV: How long have you been playing the guitar and did you have lessons or are you self-taught?

OS: I started playing in 2004, having seen the Shadows perform at the Waterfront. I had always loved their music, and watching Hank inspired me to want to try and learn how to play, at the absurdly late age of 52. I started by listening to the original tracks, and tried to repeat and remember the lead sequences of such tunes as Peace pipe, Wonderful Land and Midnight. I had a few lessons, but the guy was trying to teach me classical stuff, and I quickly decided to ‘go it alone’. I then saw a book by Hank, which had a disc of full tracks and backing tracks, and tab sheets, and explanation of how to go about the process of learning the tunes.

CV: What was the first guitar you owned and how did you come to own it, for example, did you save your pocket money and buy it, did someone give it to you etc?

OS: It was an old classical acoustic guitar, that had belonged to my wife Delie’s  daughter. I suppose you could say that I am now the owner of that guitar. Following the Shadows Waterfront concert, I bought a red, rosewood necked Strat by Silvertone, and used that for about 1 year, with an old cheap amp.

CV: Do you still have that first guitar? If not, what happened to it?

OS: Both of the above guitars are gathering dust in the roof space!

CV: How many guitars do you own now and what’s your current favourite? You can list them all if you don’t mind revealing your secrets!

OS: That’s a tough one. The above 2, then I bought a Fender Strat Mexican made, fiesta red with a maple neck, followed some time later by a candy cola coloured American standard Strat with rosewood neck. In between these purchases, I bought a Yamaha APX 700 semi acoustic, then a black Fender Stratacoustic. At this stage, I was displaying typical GAS (guitar acquisition syndrome) symptoms. I then bought a kit, and made a violin bass guitar, with the intention of learning Jet Harris’s Diamonds, but never did learn the bass version.

In December 2010, I bought a custom shop deluxe fiesta red, maple necked Fender Strat, which is definitely my favourite at the moment. My latest acquisition was a lovely sunburst coloured ‘traveller’ guitar, which always goes on holiday with us. It is headless, fits into a suitcase and has a neck scale similar in size to a standard Strat.

In the meantime I gathered up another 2 three-quarter size guitars, one Strat, one acoustic, a teardrop style acoustic that I bought in Spain 5 or 6 years ago, when I had a serious gas attack. Oh and one more, a tres (a three stringed Cuban guitar) which was given to me by Delie’s nephew. I can’t play it. I also inherited a Fender Squier from Delie’s ex husband, who died suddenly last year.

I think the count is now 14.

CV: What string make and gauge do you normally use?

OS: Usually Fender bullet 10’s, but I have 9’s on the Squier.

CV: What amplifier(s) do you own?

OS: I have a Roland cube, (mains and battery), Roland 30X and Roland 80X.

CV: For playing Shadows tunes, what sort of effect unit(s) do you use for the famous Hank Marvin echo sound?

OS: I have a lovely little Boss RE20 Space Echo box that I got a couple of years ago from Bairds.

CV: What was the first ever tune you learned to play and can you still play it?

OS: The first ever tune I learned to play was that lovely little instrumental ballad, ‘Peace Pipe’ and I often play it in the front bedroom, which trebles as the music room and ironing room.

CV: How long did it take you to learn to play that first Shadows tune?

OS: I can’t really remember; probably a few weeks. For the first year or so, I really didn’t know what I was doing. (Some would say I still don’t and I would agree.) I just experimented, listened to the tracks and tried to emulate the sounds. As time went on I found it easier to remember the note sequences.

CV: Does it take you much less time to learn a new tune now or is it much the same? It probably depends on how tricky the tune is, I suppose!
OS: I find I can now pick up new tunes fairly quickly, say a few days to remember the note sequences if I practice them really hard. I usually break the tune up in to sections. Sometimes I would have to play a section 100 times to get some sort of fluency.

CV: Do you read music notation and/or tab? If so do you use this to help you learn a new tune or would you solely ‘learn by ear’?

OS: I cannot read musical notation but would use tab mostly. If I hear a tune that appeals to my ear, I will try and get the tab sheets and learn it that way. If the tune has a tricky part to it, I will not necessarily try and play it as shown on the tab sheets, but try to find an easier way to do it. I have tab sheets for about 130 Shadows compositions and covers.

CV: How many Shadows tunes would you consider that you have in your repertoire?

OS: I have about 38 tunes in my repertoire, but there’s quite a few that would need a lot of practice to recall the sequences.

CV: What’s the next Shadows tune you are planning to learn?

OS: I am working on Man of Mystery, and I want to revisit Foottapper, Atlantis, Dance On and Going Home. I used to be able to play these, but I have forgotten them.

CV: Have you ever seen the Shadows playing live and if so, what are your best memories of the concert?
OS: As I mentioned I saw the Shadows Final Tour Concert in 2004, and I also saw them perform with Cliff at the Odyssey in 2009. I have seen Bruce Welch at Shadowmania in 2011 and 2012. They were great entertainers, and they made playing a guitar look so easy. They looked like they really loved what they were doing.

CV: Well, thanks Ollie for being so kind as to grant us this interview and it certainly proved very informative and interesting.
[image: image3.jpg]



It’s waiting to go on that’s the worst part!

Guitarist Jokes
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Q: What is the difference between a guitarist and a savings bond?


A: Eventually a Savings Bond will mature and earn money.
Q: What do you call a successful guitarist?


A: A guy whose wife has 2 jobs.

Q: Did you hear about the guitarist who was in tune?

A: Neither have I.
Q: Why was the amplifier invented?


A: So the guitarist would have a place to put his beer.
Q: Why are so many guitarists jokes one-liners?

A: So the rest of the band can understand them.
Next month we’ll get stuck into the bass players (
Recycling Tips

Guitarists don't just shred (ahem) your old credit cards - turn them into something useful.
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They are about 0.80 mm, just slightly thinner than this Planet Waves Medium Pick.
Just place one of your favourite picks on top of an old credit card, draw round it carefully with a Sharpie then use a sharp pair of scissors (make sure you ask a grown up to help you) to cut just inside the line. Finish off by smoothing the edges with a bit of fine grit wet and dry paper. With care you’ll get at least 6 picks from one card.
PS You can actually buy a gizmo to do this but this is much more fun and you can make whatever shape/size of pick you want – besides its FREE!!!

Who Played What?

Having arrived to find various members muttering “who owns that motor at the door?” it transpired in the middle of the first set that said motor was owned by a group of Young Farmers who had been doing some sort of sponsored YF activity and upon arriving back at the YF Hall asked “Could someone please move the Volvo Estate so we can get our car out.” For those not in the know, the Volvo belongs to our esteemed Uncle Des who happened to be on bass duties for the first set and was not best pleased at being interrupted by the Young Farmers despite their protestations of “We didn’t know anybody was using the hall.” “We use it the first Sunday every month”, Des ‘patiently’ explained!

With Alan being unavailable Mike, Bernard and Simon stepped into the breech and were able to play most of Alan’s tunes without the aid of a safety net and they all “done very well.” Bernard played The Stranger and Mike obliged with Peacepipe. Later Bernard did Cavatina and finished off with Going Home except we didn’t ‘cos Simon still had to Return to the Alamo to complete the day’s proceedings. In the second half Mark decided to leave out his new tune Atlantis as he wasn’t feeling confident enough to play it just yet.
Simon and Mike aka ‘Old Spice’ got the second half off to a great start with a vocal set consisting of some Cliff Richard and Everly Brothers tunes.

Best wishes to Jim Bennett who has been unwell lately and would have been providing a few vocals of his own had he been able to attend. Jim hopes to be back for January.
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Mike and Simon – oh no wait, it’s The Everly Brothers – an easy mistake to make.

Happy Birthday to Maggie!
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Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday Dear Margaret …

	TITLE
	LEAD
	RHYTHM
	BASS

	APPLEJACK
	GEORGE
	SIMON
	DES

	SCARLET O'HARA
	"
	"
	"

	DON’T CRY FOR ME ARGENTINA
	"
	"
	"

	THE BOYS
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	THEME FROM SOMETHING
	SIMON / BERNARD
	MIKE
	DES

	DIAMONDS
	SIMON
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	THE BREEZE AND I
	OLLIE
	GEORGE
	TERRY

	BOSSAROO
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	RISE & FALL OF FLINGLE BUNT
	PHILIP
	MIKE
	DAVID

	THE LOST CITY
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	SOUTH OF THE BORDER
	JIM TULLY
	GEORGE
	TERRY

	TONIGHT
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	PERFIDIA
	JOHN BELL
	TERRY
	DAVID

	SHAZAM
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	THE STRANGER
	BERNARD
	PHILIP
	DAVID

	PEACE PIPE
	MIKE
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	DRIFTIN’
	BERNARD
	PHILIP
	TERRY

	KONTIKI
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	GERONIMO
	MIKE
	PHILIP
	DAVID

	FIND ME A GOLDEN STREET
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	APACHE
	MARK
	BERNARD
	TERRY

	WONDERFUL LAND
	"
	"
	"

	INTERVAL

	TRAVELLING LIGHT
	SIMON / MIKE
	GEORGE
	TERRY

	ALL I HAVE TO DO IS DREAM
	"
	"
	"

	WALK RIGHT BACK
	"
	"
	"

	BYE BYE LOVE
	"
	"
	"

	LUCKY LIPS
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	SHINDIG
	JOHN BELL
	MIKE
	DES

	THE RUMBLE
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	THEME FOR YOUNG LOVERS
	MARK
	PHILIP
	DAVID

	 
	 
	 
	 

	THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY
	JIM TULLY
	GEORGE
	DES

	THEME FROM MISSING
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TEMPTATION
	OLLIE
	GEORGE
	DES

	SOME ARE LONELY
	"
	"
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	A PLACE IN THE SUN
	PHILIP / SIMON
	MIKE
	DAVID

	IT'S BEEN A BLUE DAY
	PHILIP
	MIKE
	"

	 
	 
	 
	 

	GONZALES
	BERNARD
	PHILIP
	DAVID

	FBI
	"
	"
	"

	CAVATINA
	"
	"
	"

	GOING HOME
	“
	GEORGE
	TERRY

	RETURN TO THE ALAMO
	SIMON
	MIKE
	DES


Photo Gallery
What – no Santa Hats? I was sooooooo disappointed (
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Hall, Des and Jim T play ‘The High and the Mighty”
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Shazam! It’s John Bell with Terry on rhythm, Hall on Drums and Dave on Basso Profundo
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The Everly Brothers – oh no, my mistake (again) it’s Mike and Simon with Chris, George and Tel.
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Chris, George Terry, Hall and Bernard “Going Home”
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Chris, Mike, Hall, Des and Simon “Return to the Alamo”

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year to all our Readers
Next Club Meeting is Sunday January 5th
Don’t forget to get your tune requests in to Uncle Des ASAP







