(
Report on the May 2012 meeting from chief illusionist, Ed Banger, the man with the biggest Wammy in Ulster.
May Time
First week-end of May and the dancing girls with their ribbons were strangely avoiding the YFC on Sunday 6th.  Maybe they’d all been transfixed by the FA cup-final the previous day or maybe typical spring temperature of -5 deg C was keeping them in their clubs – anyway, no need of the bouncers on the door this month for our rag-tag group of ageing ‘musical stars’.

[image: image1.jpg]



Stars of the Show

Take-off Time

The show opened with Air-Vice Marshall Turner in charge of the maiden flight over Newtownards of ‘Dakota’, as well as ‘Danny Boy’, & ‘The Breeze and I’ with Jim Tully in the jump seat and Des Mac laid up in the bomb bay with 100 Mega-tonnes of bass amplifier and a length of cordite.  A Dakota is either an aeroplane with 2 big wings near the front, a stubby dorsal fin and a couple of props driven by rubber bands or, in the dialect of Lakota Sious, literally translates as ‘Friend’ or ‘Allies’ (“oh no” they groaned, “he’s been raiding Wikipedia for filler material again). Anyway, the plane flew like a bird with no unseemly deposits on the audience below.
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Mr Tully, on strums, scans the ‘Sunday People’
Switch & Mix

After a loop-the-loop seat switch Air Commodore James Tully, took over the joy-stick and fast pedal on ‘Tonight’, ‘High & Mighty’ ‘The Boys’, and ‘Gonzales’ with Mr George serving coffee and Mr Des remaining wedged in place between the Big Boy and 5000 litres of aviation jet-fuel (just his first cuppa of the day). Following the pin-point landing of Starship Enterprise by Commander T it was left for Junior Cadet Clarke to vaguely point the sharp end at the runway lights and attempt to get the turkey back in the air – ‘It’s Been a Blue Day’ may have been how they felt after one circuit and a ‘Peace-pipe’ .  Good to see back in the air, after several months grounded in Dub turbulence, our own Brian ‘Django’ Tuohy who provided rhythm and David bass.

Jimbee

Next up were Mr Bennett on lead, Terry on bass and, for the first time on the Club stage as strums-man, Mr ‘Flick O’the –Wrist’ O’Hara, all performing ‘Genie’ and ‘Dance On’. 
[image: image3.jpg]



“Where’s E#m7 on this flaming thing “?
BO’H/Ollie/Simon
Young Flick then moved hurriedly stage right to the loud rostrum to play ‘The Lost Plectrum’ (at least that was his story) followed by ‘Santie Annie’ with Simon on 12 string strums and Terry with the usual retiring bass vibes.
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Lost City & Auntie Sana in full flow

Ollie then followed, along with George & David, on Albatross’ and ‘Blue Sky, Blue Sea etc after which Simon and the White Axe demolished ‘Rounding the Cape’ and ‘Return to the Alamo’ with Mike and Des on R&B respectively, and the Air-Vice M providing the second lead on ‘Cape’.  Mr Tuohy mounted the lead rostrum for the first time in months to give us ‘Bossaroo’ & ‘Spring is Nearly here’, both complete with neat improvisations - George & Terry provided strums & bass respectively.   
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‘Bossabaroo’ back in the groove again
Mr Bell then appeared to take us up to the interval with September Time’, ;Perfidia’, ‘Diamonds’ and ‘Frightened City with Terry on quadra-strings and rhythm shared between Messrs Tully & Corlett.

Tea-Break

Following this the assembled company could get down to the serious business of guzzling Andrea & Maggie’s sandwich tray and custard creams which is the reason that most of the assembled company give for getting out of their Sunday scratchers.  Forget the fine lyrical interplay of harmonising guitars on ‘Argentina’, it’s the ham and badger sarnie feast that really gets them out of the pub.

2nd Half
Brian broke away from earth’s atmosphere to give a melodic first Club airing of ‘Stardust’ followed by ‘Some Are Lonely’ with George & Des backing following which Mark, along with Jimbee and David, performed ‘Wonderful Land’  and ‘TFYL’.  Mr Corlett then wielded his axe on ‘Foot Tapper,’ ‘Geronimo’ & ‘Atlantis’ with Brian on rhythm & David on bass. Next up was Mr Clarke with ‘Wonderful Land’ and ‘Place in The Sun’ with Simon & David backing and GT on 2nd lead.   Mr Bennett then donned the Strat for ‘Blue Star’ and ‘Golden Street’ with Mike on strums and Terry on bass. 
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Two Genies : Terry & Jim B in tandem
 Mr O’Hara continued the show on Burns with his renditions of ‘Temptation’ and ‘Brazil’, Messrs Tully & McNeill providing the backing between them.
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Chris ‘Fingers’ Johnston, the guy with more keys than the ‘concierge’ at Maghaberry 
Ollie + Encore

‘Windjammer’ and ‘Cozy’ then arrived courtesy of Ollie, with George & David backing, following which a couple of encores were demanded by the crazed audience : ‘Guitar Tango’ (George/Mike/David) and ‘Song for Tony’ (Simon/George/Des).
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Two ‘Great Whites’ check out the snare
You’re fired!
After this assembled company were dismissed from duty and able to reflect on a satisfactory afternoon’s work of 42 renditions of 41 numbers by 10 lead, 7 rhythm & 3 bass guitarists. 
See you on Sun 3rd June !
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Slightly more occasional voice-piece of the NI Shadows Club (‘missing it already (not)’ says the Prof, from his Iberian poolside)








