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... SHADOWS SENSATION … uncovered by ANDY GRAY

Why I’m leaving – by LICORICE

Why I’ll be staying – by BRUCE

BRIAN "LICORICE" LOCKING, as you will have read on the news pages, will be making his last appearance with the Shadows on the November 3 “Sunday Night At The London Palladium", on which they back Cliff Richard. He'll record the music for the “Wonderful Life" film, but make no appearance in it. This was the shock, surprise news of my trip to Northern France with the Shadows last Friday. Why is Lic giving up such a lucrative job? He told me all about it in the back of a car returning us to Lille from Roubais after another sensational Shadows show there.

It was 1:30 am, dark, still, after the pandemonium of fighting through the ardent French fans who surrounded the theatre. Lic told me: “Andy, I feel I must have more time to myself, to devote to the things I feel I must do. I love being with the Shadows, but the constant touring does not allow me to fulfil my promise to life", he said softly.

Lic is an ardent follower of  the Jehovah’s Witness religious group, and because of this he wants to live in one place from now on. He doesn’t mind where – just one place, London or anywhere else.  He’ll still be a musician (and, I am told, a much sought-after one), but will also be a worker for the good of mankind. 

“I have thought about this for a long time. It has become a strain to divide myself in two – being loyal to The Shadows and travelling with them – and being loyal to my belief, in which I feel I must stay in one place and do good work there.

“My decision is nothing to do with Bruce Welch’s announcement to leave”, he said firmly. Lic's decision has made Bruce Welch more determined than ever to become one hundred per cent well again and stay.

Later, Bruce told me: "I'm feeling much better. In Israel I had a chance to relax, as we had several free days. 1'm on pills row, which are helping. I used to get so irritable with the others it's a wonder they put up with me. Now I’m calmer. After this French tour, we do the Palladium show, then record the film music on November 10. Two later I take my wife to Barbados until December 2 - three whole weeks. Then I go to the Canaries for filming, which shouldn't be too hard. Our next assignment is in March, by which time I should be right as rain again. I’m sorry Lic has decided to go, but he must do what he feels. I know I made up my mind that I must leave, but that was because my health was dictating it. Lic's  decision is different”.

Brian Bennett was very sorry, too. “We've been together a long time, Lic and I - backing such artists as Terry Dene, Marty Wilde, Brenda Lee, Eddie Cochran, Adam Faith, Joe Brown and others, before we joined the Shadows. I’ll miss my pal, but I admire his courage in making such a self-sacrificing decision”.

And Hank B Marvin, always the light-hearted one of the gang, chipped in with "Good luck to Lic. He'll be difficult to replace as bass guitarist. But we may give an audition to a promising boy called George Harrison, in an unknown group called the Beatles”, he gagged. 

"Come to think of it, he won't do. He’s from Liverpool. We want a lad from Newcastle-on-Tyne, where Bruce and I come from. The more Geordies in the group the better!”.

Surfin’

Then he told me about the sleeve notes on their American LP. "It's a gas, man. The title is “Surfin' With The Shadows”, and it says we were the originators of surf music. Imagine that, and we didn't know anything about surfing when we recorded the tunes. Must have done it subconsciously! It also says that that Geordie is the Scottish term for a Newcastle native. It's enough to make my Northumberland ancestors turn in their graves".

If last Friday was a typical day - and I'm sure it wasn't - I'm not surprised the Shadows find their job a strain. We had to get up about 7 am to get to London Airport at 9 am, then be run out to a small plane, looking tiny alongside the jets. Half the seats had been removed to accommodate the amplifiers, drum-kit and other baggage.

The plane was a bit cold and draughty in the air, and we were glad to get on the ground again at Lille, where smiling Teddy Wimpress, the Grade Organisation’s man in France, was waiting with cars and a van.

The instruments safely in the van, we shot off (on the “wrong” side of the road) to Lille city, arriving at lunch-time. A quick snack and off to a big Press reception - held in newspaper offices in France, and not in hotels or restaurants, as in London.

Then back to the hotel to prepare for the journey to their evening show. 

6 pm: In the cars again to drive to Roubais, where we stopped in a large courtyard. It wasn’t the theatre, but another newspaper office and another reception, pictures, champagne. (“Always champagne,” cracked Hank, “haven’t they ever heard of Tizer?”).

7 pm: Arrive at the theatre. Two boys with tape-recorders ask if they can ply their compositions to the Shadows. They’re invited in. Autograph hounds are satisfied in the foyer. The dressing-rooms are tiny, under the stage. The boys are used to this. “Better than Israel” says Bruce, cheerfully.

Hank starts playing his new Burns guitar. “It's not finished yet. Going to have adjustments. But it’s a better-finished job than the American counterparts”, he tells me.

Bruce decides to change his strings. Gets busy on it. Brian goes on stage and sets up his kit, starts rehearsing independently, tuning the drums by adjusting the screws at the side, getting the cymbal working just right.

Downstairs, the three guitarists get together to find the right sound (a ritual that takes about an hour). On stage, the rest of the show -  including a tall Swedish boy called Bob Asklof, who is the Frank Ifield of France and has a hit with “I Remember You” (in French) -  are rehearsing.

8 pm: Sid Maurice, of the Grade Organisation, who travels everywhere with Cliff and/or the Shadows, looking after them so well, gets the amplifiers ready on stage and the Shadows start their rehearsing. They are told they can do 50 minutes – a long act – so they polish up some numbers they haven’t done since the spring. 

Sound

When rehearsing, the guitarists turn towards Brian Bennett – but not to look at him! They are facing their amplifiers and listening as they play to check the sound. As they play each number, Sid is writing down the title on a sheet for the French Performing Rights Society, so that the music publisher gets paid for the music they use (which in some cases means that Bruce and Hank get more royalties as composers!).

In the middle of rehearsal, a "good luck" cable arrives from Cliff in New York, which is much appreciated.

9.30 pm:  Show starts. The Shadows are due on at about 11pm, but in France, time doesn’t matter much. The first half overruns by half an hour, and the interval - with the theatre selling loads of ice cream and drinks to the full house of some 2,000 goes on and one. So it’s almost…

Midnight before the Shadows start their act. Their popularity in France is equally as great as here. Each tune, as it starts, is applauded, and the quieter numbers, like Licorice's “Mizram” and Bruce and Hank's singing of “All My Sorrow's” get as big applause as the popular, all-out  “FBI”, “Shindig”, “Apache”, “Foot Tapper”.

The French like the English, love the drums, and Brian Bennett's amazing “Little B” brings the house down.

The crowd also likes the way Bruce and Hank introduce numbers in French thanks to dressing-room coaching by “Professor” Wimpress.

1:30 am: We get clear of the theatre, with police making a path through the fans to our cars. A very fast drive back to Lille’s Bellevue Hotel, where a bus has just arrived with Johnny Hallyday’s band (including two English boys). They all know the Shadows so it’s off to an all-night Chicoree restaurant for a meal and a chin-wag…

It’s 20 hours since getting up the morning before in London!

What profession expects anyone to work a 20 hour day? But the Shadows had done so. Were they happy to hit the sack at 3am and sleep well into the afternoon of the next day? I’ll say so!

Picture Caption: All the best to BRIAN “LICORICE” LOCKING (right) from HANK  B. MARVIN, BRIAN BENNETT and BRUCE WELCH – exclusive “hand-together” picture taken by Andy Gray in France last weekend.

Box-out: While Bruce Welch is on holiday in Barbados from November 12 – December 2, other Shadows Hank B. Marvin and Brian Bennett will be moving. Hank has bought a house at Totteridge and Brian has purchased Hank's house at  Woodside Park, Finchley.

